
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture: 

Strengthening Our Community



What is it?

• Dedicated excise tax on cigarettes only

• 30 cents per pack (1.5 mils per cigarette)

• Applies to all of Cuyahoga County 

• Generates $15-17 million annually

• Chartered in ORC3381





CAC grants encourage 

connections between arts and 

cultural organizations and the 

community.





We take seriously the stewardship of public resources.









What does it take?

• Time: 10 years and 3 tries

• Money: $1.5 million in 2006, $1.3 million in 

2015

• Leadership: think beyond the arts 

• Collective will (and collective benefit)



Large cultural orgs ($150k+), 

$456,853

Mid-size cultural orgs ($20-$100k), 

$409,496

Small cultural orgs (<$20k), 

$158,672

Foundations (2 gifts), $160,000

Corporations (22 gifts), $125,600

Other (social sector, individuals), 

$48,621

Issue 8 Fundraising Results 2015

Total Raised: $1,359,242



Be clear about the 

PURPOSE 

of public money.  



Thank You!

Karen Gahl-Mills

216.515.8303 x102

kgahlmills@cacgrants.org

@karengahlmills

mailto:kgahlmills@cacgrants.org

