
The Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2021

Pandemic Housing Policy:
From Progress to Permanence

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  B O S T O N

J U N E  2 0 2 1



T h e  G r e a t e r  B o s t o n  H o u s i n g  R e p o r t  C a r d  2 0 2 1  | 5 3

 1. https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-global-economy-inequality-worse-bde02bc8-a35f-4dd7-ad15-d386cb149c9d.html

 2. Qureshi, Zia. “Tackling the inequality pandemic: Is there a cure?” Brookings. Nov. 17, 2020.  
https://www.brookings.edu/research/tackling-the-inequality-pandemic-is-there-a-cure/ 

 3. Lowrey, Annie. 2017. “The Great Recession Is Still with Us.” The Atlantic, Dec. 1, 2017.  
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/12/great-recession-still-with-us/547268/  

 4. “The Color of Wealth in Boston.” Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. 2015.  
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx 

 5. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, Seasonally Adjusted

 6. Ibid.

 7. Sasser Modestino, Alicia. “Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2020: Housing Equity and Resilience in Greater Boston’s  
Post-COVID Economy.” 2020. https://www.tbf.org/news-and-insights/reports/2020/july/greater-boston-housing- 
report-card-2020-race-equity-covid 

 8. Melnik, Mark, and Abby Raisz. “Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2020: Racial Equity in Housing in the Time of COVID-
19.” 2020. https://www.tbf.org/news-and-insights/reports/2020/september/greater-boston-housing-report-card-equity-and-
resilience-20200923

 9. Coibion, Olivier; Yuriy Gorodnichenko, and Michael Weber. “How Did U.S. Consumers Use Their Stimulus Payments?” 
National Bureau of Economic Research. August 2020. https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w27693/w27693.pdf 

 10. Sasser Modestino, Alicia. “Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2020: Housing Equity and Resilience in Greater Boston’s  
Post-COVID Economy.” 2020. https://www.tbf.org/news-and-insights/reports/2020/september/greater-boston-housing-
report-card-equity-and-resilience-20200923

 11. Kesslen, Ben. 2020. “‘Powerful in Its Simplicity’: As the Pandemic Endures, Mayors Call for Guaranteed Income.”  
NBC News, August 16, 2020. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/powerful-its-simplicity-pandemic-endures- 
mayors-across-country-call-guaranteed-n1236783 

 12. Meredith, Sam. 2020. “The Coronavirus Crisis Could Pave the Way to Universal Basic Income.” CNBC, April 16, 2020.  
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/16/coronavirus-crisis-could-pave-the-way-to-a-universal-basic-income.html 

 13. Tax Policy Center: Urban Institute & Brookings Institution. “Key Elements of the U.S. Tax System.” 2021.  
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/what-child-tax-credit#:~:text=The%20child%20tax%20credit%20
provides,of%20up%20to%20%24500%20each

  14. Mattos, Trevor; Luc Schuster, Phineas Baxandall, and Madeline Neighly. “A Guaranteed Income for Massachusetts.”  
Boston Indicators. Jul 22, 2020. https://www.bostonindicators.org/reports/report-website-pages/guaranteed-income

 15. “Governor Baker Signs Grand Bargain Legislation.” 2018. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. June 28, 2018.  
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-baker-signs-grand-bargain-legislation 

 16. Jolicoeur, Lynn. “Mass. Adding 1,300 Emergency Homeless Shelter Beds for Winter.” WBUR. Dec. 3, 2020.  
https://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2020/12/03/massachusetts-winter-homeless-shelter-beds-covid

 17. Healy, Beth, and Simòn Rios, “Despite Eviction Ban, Some Landlords Pressure Tenants to Leave Amid Pandemic,”WBUR, 
October 15, 2020, https://www.wbur.org/investigations/2020/10/15/landlords-rent-eviction-ban-boston-tenants-
coronavirus-pandemic 

 18. Goodman, Laurie, Karan Kaul, and Michael Neall. 2020. “The CARES Act Eviction Moratorium Covers All Federally  
Financed Rentals—That’s One in Four US Rental Units.” Urban Wire (blog). April 2, 2020. https://www.urban.org/urban-
wire/cares-act-eviction-moratorium-covers-all-federally-financed-rentals-thats-one-four-us-rental-units

 19. National Low Income Housing Coalition. 2021. “American Rescue Plan Act.”  
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/COVID-Relief-Budget_Reconciliation.pdf 

 20. “President Biden Announces American Rescue Plan.” January 20, 2021. The White House.  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2021/01/20/president-biden-announces-american-rescue-plan/  

 21. “COVID-19 Eviction Diversion Initiative Overview.” 2021. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. April 14, 2021.  
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-eviction-diversion-initiative-overview 

Endnotes



5 4  | T h e  B o s t o n  F o u n d a t i o n :  A n  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  B o s t o n  R e p o r t

GRE ATER BO STON HOUSIN G REP ORT CARD 2021

 22. First Amended Housing Court Standing Order 6-20: Temporary Modifications to Court Operations Based on the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Pandemic and Recent Legislation Affecting Summary Process Cases. 2020. https://www.mass.gov/housing-court-
rules/first-amended-housing-court-standing-order-6-20-temporary-modifications-to#2-summary-process-eviction-cases

 23. An Act Providing for Eviction Protections during the COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency. n.d.  
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H5181

 24. COVID Eviction Legal Help Project. https://evictionlegalhelp.org/ 

 25. Massachusetts Housing Partnership, and Citizens Housing and Planning Association. n.d. “Emergency Rental Assistance 
Database.” Housing Toolbox. https://www.housingtoolbox.org/covid-19-resources/emergency-rental-assistance-era-
program-database

 26. “Emergency Housing Assistance during COVID-19.” Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/emergency-housing-assistance-during-covid-19 

 27. Sasser Modestino, Alicia, Clark Ziegler, Tom Hopper, Calandra Clark, Lucas Munson, Mark Melnik, Carrie Bernstein, and 
Abby Raisz. 2019. “Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2019: Supply, Demand and the Challenge of Local Control.” https://
www.tbf.org/news-and-insights/reports/2019/june/greater-boston-housing-report-card-2019 

 28. The Metro Mayors Coalition consists of 15 inner core municipalities: Arlington, Boston, Braintree, Brookline, Cambridge, 
Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, Newton, Quincy, Revere, Somerville and Winthrop.

 29. Massachusetts Housing Partnership. 2019. Transit Oriented Development Explorer (TODEX). December 2019. www.mhp.net/todex

 30. Crump, Sarah, Trevor Mattos, Jenny Schuetz, and Luc Schuster. 2020. “Fixing Greater Boston’s Housing Crisis Starts with 
Legalizing Apartments Near Transit.” https://www.brookings.edu/research/fixing-greater-bostons-housing-crisis-starts-
with-legalizing-apartments-near-transit/ 

 31. Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). 2018. “MBTA 2015–17 Systemwide Passenger Survey.”  
https://www.ctps.org/data/pdf/studies/transit/2015_2017_Passenger_Survey_Final_Report.pdf

 32. Calef, Anne, and Luc Schuster. 2021. “Disparate Regional Impacts of the COVID Crisis.” COVID Community Data Lab. 
January 19, 2021. https://www.bostonindicators.org/reports/report-website-pages/covid_indicators-x2/2021/january/
regional-impacts 

 33. Paget-Seekins, Laurel, and Kat Benesh. 2020. “Forging Ahead: Scenario and Service Planning.” November 9.  
https://cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/2020-11/2020-11-09-fmcb-N-forging-ahead-service-scenarios-accessible.pdf 

 34. Clark, Erin. 2021. “Federal Funds Are Helping the MBTA Cover Losses Due to the Pandemic in the Short Term. After That Is 
the Problem.” Boston.Com, March 8, 2021. https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2021/03/08/mbta-federal-relief-funds  

 35. Mulero, Eugene. 2021. “Buttigieg Promotes Budget for DOT, Touts Infrastructure Plan.” Transport Topics, April 15, 2021.  
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/buttigieg-promotes-budget-dot-touts-infrastructure-plan  

 36. Johnson, Jarred, and Luc Schuster. 2021. “Regional Rail: Transform Transit to Support Equity.” COVID Community Data Lab. 
February 26, 2021. https://www.bostonindicators.org/reports/report-website-pages/covid_indicators-x2/recovery-series/
regional-rail  

 37. Acitelli, Tom. 2020. “Boston Traffic Congestion Worst in the United States, Study Says.” Curbed Boston, March 9, 2020.  
https://boston.curbed.com/2020/3/9/21171253/boston-traffic-congestion-worst-2020 

 38. Sweeney, Emily. 2021. “Traffic Is Getting Worse in Massachusetts (but It’s Not Back to Pre-Pandemic Levels... Yet).”  
The Boston Globe, April 28, 2021. https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/28/metro/traffic-is-getting-worse-massachusetts-its-
not-back-pre-pandemic-levels-yet/ 

 39. Norton, Michael P. 2021. “Baker Signs $626 Million Economic Development Bill.” WBUR/State House News Service, January 
15, 2021. https://www.wbur.org/bostonomix/2021/01/15/baker-economic-development-housing-production-zoning-transit-
legislation 

 40. Mapes, Jeff. 2019. “Oregon Strikes Exclusive Single-Family Zoning, But Effects May Take Years.” Oregon Public Broadcasting, 
July 3, 2019. https://www.opb.org/news/article/oregon-single-family-zoning-law-effect-developers/  

 41. Kelly, Nicholas, and Soni Gupta. 2021. “Affordable Housing: Convert and Acquire Buildings COVID Has Made Available.” 
COVID Community Data Lab (blog). March 5, 2021.  
https://www.bostonindicators.org/reports/report-website-pages/covid_indicators-x2/recovery-series/housing 

 42. “Regional Rail.” n.d. TransitMatters. http://transitmatters.org/regional-rail 

 43. Bowen, Max. 2021. “MBTA Service Changes Now in Effect.” North Star Reporter, January 23, 2021.  
https://www.northstarreporter.com/2021/01/23/mbta-service-changes-now-in-effect/ 


