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Population Estimates Program Mission

With support from the Massachusetts Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
the Population Estimate Program’s goal is to ensure that the population 
estimates and counts produced by the U.S. Census Bureau for 
Massachusetts geographies are as accurate and comprehensive as 
possible.

3



4

Supporting Accurate Census Estimates
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The 2020 Census is about……
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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Supporting Accurate Census Counts
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The Foreign Born in Massachusetts

• Compared to other states, Massachusetts ranks 8th in percent of total population that 
is foreign born, at 16.5% in 2016 according to the American Community Survey. Only 
seven other states including California, New York, New Jersey, Florida, Nevada, 
Hawaii, and Texas have larger percentages of foreign born population. 

• Among Massachusetts’ estimated 1,095,953 foreign born population, approximately 
52% are naturalized U.S. citizens. 

• Almost 20% of the foreign born population in Massachusetts entered the country after 
2010, meaning that, on average, immigrants in Massachusetts are likely newer to the 
U.S. than those in the seven states with higher percentages of foreign born 
population (California, New York, Florida, etc.)

• In terms of most recent U.S. entries, Massachusetts ranks 4th in the U.S. - after 
District of Columbia, Hawaii, and Florida – for largest percent of residents who 
reported that their residence one year ago was outside of the U.S.

(U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey ACS 2015 and 2016 1-year data). 
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Thank you!
Susan Strate
Senior Program Manager, Population Estimates Program
Economic and Public Policy Research

UMass Donahue Institute
100 Venture Way, Suite 9
Hadley, MA 01035
(413) 577-0753
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu
sstrate@donahue.umassp.edu
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