
Douglas M. Brooks, MSW, is a nationally
recognized leader in social work, public health,

policy, and advocacy, with much of his career
focused on HIV prevention, care, and treatment. Throughout his career, he has worked to

improve health outcomes for marginalized communities through leadership roles spanning
community health, government, philanthropy, and the private sector.

Douglas previously served as director of the White House Office of National AIDS Policy under
President Obama, where he led updates to the National HIV/AIDS Strategy and focused federal

attention on populations disproportionately affected by HIV. He later served in executive
leadership roles at Gilead Sciences, where he helped develop major initiatives addressing HIV

and health inequities, including the COMPASS Initiative®, a 10-year, $100 million commitment
to addressing HIV in the southern United States.

In 2023, Brooks joined the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Policy & Practice as its
first senior leadership fellow. He holds a BS from Lesley University and an MSW from Boston
University and has served on numerous nonprofit, government, and foundation boards and

advisory committees. He has received numerous honors, including an honorary doctorate from
Fordham University, the Paul Revere Award from the Massachusetts Public Health Association,
the Bayard Rustin Award from AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, and the Cleve Jones

Leadership Award from the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. 
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