
“With turmoil and instability emanating from Washington, the 
Boston Foundation’s clear and focused civic leadership is more 

important than ever to solving our local and regional challenges.”
– Congressman Joe Kennedy III

In 2017, the Boston Foundation released 10 important reports and hosted  
15 major public forums. This work continues apace in 2018 thanks to donors  
to the Civic Leadership Fund. 

Ideas from the Urban Core:  
The 2017 Greater Boston Housing Report Card. 
Dozens of media reports and a wave of momentum in state and local policy followed the 

release of this report. Massachusetts’ political leaders are putting their weight behind many of 

the report’s recommendations with the new Metropolitan Mayors Coalition of Greater Boston 

Regional Housing Task Force and Governor Baker’s announcement of a new Housing Choice 

Initiative. “The Boston Foundation has been working on this issue for a decade and a 

half. Now, the Housing Report Card is informing ambitious legislative solutions to the 

issue of housing affordability in the Commonwealth.” – Chrystal Kornegay, Executive 

Director, MassHousing 

The Transportation Dividend:  
Transit Investment & the Massachusetts Economy. 
This report, produced in partnership with the Barr Foundation and A Better City, shows that 

each year the MBTA returns regional economic benefits worth more than five times what is 

spent on it. It effectively builds the case that the population growth expected in our region 

over the next quarter-century cannot be accommodated without informed and strategic 

investments in the future. “The Boston Foundation leads from a unique confluence 

of the philanthropic, corporate and governmental sectors. We’ve been privileged 

to partner with the Foundation to provide trusted and influential reports on the 

importance of transportation to the Commonwealth’s economic future.”  

– Rick Dimino, President and CEO, A Better City

Gaining Ground on Equal Pay: Empowering Boston’s Women. 
This report evaluated the first year of the American Association of University Women’s 

program “Work Smart,” a series of free workshops offered to thousands of women by 

Mayor Walsh’s Office of Women’s Advancement. Now, Massachusetts Treasurer Deborah 

Goldberg has launched a statewide salary negotiation training workshop program for 

women and is committed to spreading the program nationwide. “The Boston Foundation 

has been with us since the very beginning—first supporting the workshops and then 

funding the research that shows how powerful they really are. Now, Mayor Walsh’s 

workshop initiative is cited as a model for the nation.” – Evelyn Murphy, Founder & 

President, The WAGE Project, Former Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts 

Be a Part of the Civic Conversation:
We invite you to join us for upcoming forums and events in the new Edgerley Center for 

Civic Leadership. Visit www.tbf.org/events to see what’s on tap. You can also access more 

than 100 research reports and videos of past forums at tbf.org/news-and-insights.
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Groundbreaking K-12 Education Reform 
The Race to the Top Coalition, convened by the Foundation, played a central role in the passage 

of 2010 education reform in Massachusetts, giving turnaround powers to district schools, lifting the 

cap on charter schools and attracting $250 million in federal dollars, impacting close to 700,000 

students across the Commonwealth. 

Spearheading Community College Reform
The Foundation-convened Coalition FOR Community Colleges, made up of business 

and community leaders, played a key role in passing new performance-based funding for 

community colleges in 2013, leveraging $20 million in state funds and leading to important 

governance reforms. 

Saving Hundreds of Millions Through  
Health Care Legislation 
In 2011, the Foundation played a critical role in passing pioneering municipal health care 

legislation by publishing research on the soaring costs of health plans and helping form a 

coalition to urge the bill’s passage. The legislation has saved more than $247 million in  

257 communities.

Building Success in Affordable Housing  
Throughout Massachusetts
In 2002, the Boston Foundation convened the Commonwealth Housing Task Force, which 

led directly to the passage of Smart Growth Housing legislation—Chapters 40R and 40S. To 

date, the legislation has resulted in 12,350 zoned units in 32 smart-growth districts, with 3,037 

units already constructed. The 15th Greater Boston Housing Report Card is informing major new 

initiatives to solve our affordable housing problem.

Promoting Healthy People in a Healthy Economy
In 2007, the Foundation published a groundbreaking report, which made the case that Boston, 

even with its unparalleled health care sector, was very susceptible to the crisis in preventable 

chronic disease. The report led to the Healthy People/Healthy Economy Initiative, which has 

published five Report Cards and is working to make Massachusetts a national leader in health.

Leveraging the Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund
The Campaign for Cultural Facilities, co-convened by the Foundation, led to the creation of the 

state’s Cultural Facilities Fund. Since 2006, the Fund has made $82.4 million in grants to nearly 

600 projects in 118 cities and towns, leveraging more than $1.5 billion in support and providing 

work for tens of thousands of people.

Advancing Criminal Justice Reforms 
In 2008, Governor Deval Patrick signed a bill that featured recommendations made in Boston 

Foundation reports, including funds for CORI training for employers. The Foundation and the 

Criminal Justice Institute also staffed a blue ribbon task force on CORI employer guidelines 

and published reports on the Massachusetts Probation Department that led to sweeping 

probation reform.

For more information and to contribute, 

go to www.tbf.org/civicleadership or call 617-338-1700.
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