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Strengthening the Entire Arts Sector

In addition to providing millions in funding to arts organizations since its inception, the Boston Foundation Arts

Fund has supported research and public policy work that is reinforcing arts and cultural institutions for the future. The

Understanding Boston report “Culture is Our Common Wealth,” one of four reports on the arts, drew attention to the dire

state of the Commonwealth’s cultural infrastructure. Its findings led directly to the Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund,

which received $25 million in state appropriations in its first two years. 

Support also has gone to the Massachusetts Advocates for the Arts, Sciences and Humanities (MAASH), which

advocates on behalf of the cultural community, identifying issues and working to influence legislation and public opinion.

In just six years, MAASH helped to increase funding for the Massachusetts Cultural Council and other resources necessary

for the health of the entire sector. 

Governor Deval Patrick and Diane Patrick, seated behind Hubie Jones, founder of the Boston Children’s Chorus’, enjoy 
the 2008 Martin Luther King Jr. Concert. The Boston Foundation Arts Fund was “there at the beginning” for the Chorus.
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The Legacy of Brother Thomas

Toward the end of his life, Brother Thomas Bezanson, a Benedictine monk and world-renowned ceramic artist

who died on August 16th of 2007, joined forces with his good friends Bernie and Sue Pucker, owners of Boston’s Pucker

Gallery. Their idea was to create a legacy that would benefit other artists through the sale of his work. 

The Pucker Gallery was among the first to display his work, which sold for modest amounts in the 1970s. Today

some of Brother Thomas’ pieces are worth tens of thousands of dollars. It is estimated that the Field of Interest Fund

Brother Thomas established at the Boston Foundation eventually will grow to at least $15 million. His generous donation

completed the campaign for the Boston Foundation Arts Fund, putting it over its initial goal of $20 million and creating a

permanent resource for struggling artists in Greater Boston.
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The Theater Offensive is “Keeping the Faith”

Another grantee of the Boston Foundation Arts Fund is nothing less than a Boston treasure. Abe Rybeck and 

the theater company he founded in 1989, The Theater Offensive, provide audiences with a unique theatrical experience 

by presenting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender theater and programs. 

The organization reaches more than 25,000 people every year through a four-week festival and a season of brilliantly

inventive productions. Its programs include “True Colors: Out Youth Theater” for teens and young adults, “A Street

Theater Named Desire,” which presents HIV-prevention skits, and “Dagger,” a woman’s

guerilla theater troupe.

A favorite of Anna Faith Jones, former Boston Foundation President and CEO, this

unique organization created an annual award in her honor in 2001. Called “Keep the

Faith,” the very first award was proudly presented to the woman after whom the award

was named. 
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