STREETSAFE BOSTON RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF NATION’S “BRIGHT IDEAS” BY KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT


Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation Honors Model Programs
 
BOSTON, Mass. (9/29/10) – The Boston Foundation initiative StreetSafe Boston, which has brought together an unprecedented coalition of street-level, government and non-profit partners in a strategic effort to reduce gun violence in the city, has been named one of the nation’s “Bright Ideas” of 2010 by the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

 

Working on the streets of Boston, in the halls of government and in concert with religious and community groups, StreetSafe Boston launched a multi-year youth development and safety initiative designed to dramatically reduce youth violence on the street corners and in the neighborhoods disproportionately and persistently affected by high rates of violent crime.

 

“We’re grateful for this recognition from the Ash Center, which is a leader in bringing innovative projects and programs from the grassroots level to the attention of national leadership,” said Boston Foundation President Paul Grogan, who worked with Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino to launch StreetSafe Boston in 2009. “The real test of our success will be measured in the neighborhoods of Boston. We continue to work day and night to provide options for young people who want to escape violence and communities that want to take back their streets.”

 

This year’s cohort of “Bright Ideas” was chosen by a team of expert evaluators made up of academics, practitioners, and former public servants. StreetSafe Boston was selected from a pool of nearly 600 applicants including smaller-scale pilots. The 2010 Bright Ideas address a range of pressing issues including poverty reduction, environmental conservation, and emergency management.
“For over 20 years we have been honoring the country’s most creative public sector initiatives through our Innovations in American Government Awards Program,” said Anthony Saich, Director of the Ash Center. “The creation of “Bright Ideas “ was a natural next step to shed light on an even greater number of noteworthy programs and practices across our nation and to encourage practitioners to make these ideas work in their own backyards.”

 

StreetSafe Boston focuses on five sections of Boston that account for a disproportionate share of gun violence and homicides including South End/Lower Roxbury, Dudley Square area in Roxbury, Grove Hall area in Roxbury, Bowdoin Street and Geneva Avenue section and Morton and Norfolk Street sections of Dorchester.

 

StreetSafe Boston launched a two-pronged strategy that involves street-level gang intervention through a highly-trained cadre of street workers, as well as neighborhood-based service delivery employing multiple agencies to provide alternative programming and services to proven-risk youth.

 

“The support of Mayor Menino, the Boston Police Department and other city agencies, as well as clergy and community groups in Boston’s neighborhoods has given StreetSafe Boston a broad foundation on which we base our work,” said Robert Lewis, Jr., Vice President of Program at The Boston Foundation, who has led the StreetSafe initiative. “Every day we seek solutions to the problem of urban violence by connecting people who need help with jobs, education, legal services, recreation, re-entry management, and housing, mental health and family services and we are very proud to have our efforts recognized by the Ash Center.”
 

# # #

 

About StreetSafe Boston, an initiative of The Boston Foundation
 

StreetSafe Boston is a multi-year youth development and safety initiative designed to dramatically reduce youth violence in a subset of Boston neighborhoods disproportionately and persistently affected by high rates of violent crime. A strong collaboration of community-based organizations, faith-based organizations, city agencies and funders is aligned around two core strategies in five neighborhoods. For more information, please visit www.streetsafeboston.org.

 

About the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation
 

The Roy and Lila Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation advances excellence and innovation in governance and public policy through research, education, and public discussion. Three major programs support our mission: the Program on Democratic Governance; the Innovations in Government Program; and the Rajawali Foundation Institute for Asia. For more information, visit www.ash.harvard.edu.

